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lucky shot; and the garrison could issue from it at any
point to cut up any isolated post. It is an absolutely ideal
guerrilla stronghold; for men can move from end to end
of it unseen, while every movement of the besieger is con-
spicuous to them on the bare downs that surround it.
Of course, the game was a superb one for the Tashnakists,
or for anyone who enjoys gambling against heavy odds
with death as the penalty. For the unhappy Armenian
rayats, who wanted to be let alone and given a chance to
make a living, it was a different story. The revolutionaries
wanted to do them good, no doubt; but few folk really
like being done good to. And to like the peculiar Tashnakist
method of getting them massacred for the assumed benefit
of posterity was impossible for human nature. " We used
to have one set of masters, and Allah knows that they were
hard enough," was the moan they made ; " now we have
two, and Allah alone knows which is the harder/' The
revolutionaries came down on them, and demanded, 'at the
mouth of a pistol, supplies to enable them to fight against
the Government. Then they withdrew, and the Govern-
ment came down on the poor rayats in their turn (or in
some cases turned the Kurdish irregulars loose upon them),
for their crime in " resetting " avowed rebels against the
State, How many deaths took place in the summer of
1905 in the Mush district was never known; but the
estimates of those who were in a position to know put the
numbers at about 5000.
One party of the Fedais, in the course of their retreat to
Persian territory entered the city of Van, where their pro-
ceedings gave a good instance in petto, of their whole modus
operandi.
Entering the " garden city " by night, they encountered
one of the police patrols ; and a skirmish resulted, in which
a policeman was shot. Of course the troops were called
out, and the house in which the rebels had been received
was attacked and burnt, after another and sharper skirmish.
Still they effected their retreat from it, and were lost to
sight for a moment in the walled gardens of the town.
The Vali had now to choose.   Should he order a strict